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The Warrenton 
Kennel Club (WKC) was 
established in Fauquier 
County in March 1970 
as a non-profi t organization 
to provide training and performance 
events in the Fauquier community.  

“The Warrenton Kennel Club 
believes that a well-trained dog is a 
valued member of your family and an 
asset to our community.”

WKC developed a training 
program offered to the public with 
obedience classes and conformation 
show handling classes three times a 
year: Winter, Spring, and Fall with the 
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build skills and 
experiences that establish 

critical bonding for you 
and your puppy.   

Good Manners (dogs at least 
6 months old) is designed to introduce 
and/reinforce basic obedience skills 
and properly socialize your dog 
with other dogs and people.  The 
tasks and exercises build trust and 
communication promoting a well-
adjusted dog, that will be sociable, safe 
and a pleasure to live with.  This class 
serves as the precursor to the AKC 
Canine Good Citizen test.  

The Warrenton 
Kennel Club

American Kennel Club’s 
(AKC) Canine Good Citizen 

test offered at the end of each eight 
week training session.  Class sessions 
are held on Tuesday evenings at the 
Harvey L. Pearson National Guard 
Armory in Warrenton.  

Puppy Kindergarten (puppies 
10 weeks and under 6 months) is a 
fun class with positive and engaging 
introductions to puppy socialization. 
This social, active and at times comical 
class, is fi lled with helpful exercises for 
you and your puppy.  We methodically 

DEVELOPING 
MAN’S 

BEST FRIEND

The Warrenton Kennel Club 
can be found at various 
local events like  First Friday! 
This past year they were the 
sponsor for the “Dog Days of 
Summer” theme. 
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Beyond Basic for dogs, who have 
mastered the Good Manners class, 
reaches past fundamental obedience 
exercises, giving an introduction 
to AKC Novice Obedience and 
AKC Rally. This class provides the 
opportunity to refine your dog’s training 
while building your dog’s confidence.  
Offering a range of activities that 
engage you and your dog physically, 
with Agility tasks, and mentally with 
practicing Rally and Obedience skills.  

Show Handling is a structured 
class that introduces you and your dog 
to AKC Conformation Events.  This is a 
great class to prepare you and your dog 
for showing in the Conformation ring.  
This class covers the “Ring” experience 
from A-Z.  With this class you can 
polish your handling skills and prepare 
your dog to perform like a star.  

Drop-in Show Handling is a 
practice session for dogs and handlers; 
no formal instruction is offered in the 
class.  Get the benefits from the “Ring” 
without the competition, train, and 
practice your ring techniques with our 
“Judge.”  Move your dog and give your 
dog an opportunity to strut his/her stuff 
to get show ready!  Pros and Newbies 
are welcome and classes are open to all 
dogs.

The WKC hosts two AKC All 
Breed Conformation Shows and 

pet supplies.  As well, there are several 
non-profit groups including Fauquier 
SPCA; rescue groups including 
Collie Rescue, Paws for Seniors and 
therapy dog organizations. There are 
several demonstrations that include 
the Fauquier K-9 Unit (the highlight 
demonstration of the evening), 
veterinarians giving health talks, 
acupuncture and massage, training 
made fun by the Middleburg Humane 
Foundation and the Canine Good 
Citizen demonstrations.  This event 
is also geared to educating the public 
about being a responsible dog owner, 
offering informative information about 
how to find the right dog for you and 
how to make that lifelong commitment 
to your dog as a family member.  

WKC is proud to be a continuing 
sponsor to our valuable Fauquier 
County K-9 Unit.  The K-9 officers 
and their handlers work tirelessly 
throughout our county and in 
neighboring counties by providing 
building searches, tracking missing 
persons, apprehending suspects and 
detecting narcotics and explosives - 
just to name a few.  To help with their 
mission, WKC has purchased specially 
fitted bullet proof vests for two of the 
K-9 officers, sponsored specialized 

with Obedience and Rally in late 
September/early October each year in 
conjunction with the Hunt Country 
Cluster in Millwood, VA.  These shows 
are widely attended and offer a great 
opportunity to see all one hundred sixty 
one different AKC recognized breeds 
in one beautiful setting at Historical 
Long Branch Farm.  Not only would 
you be able to be up close and personal 
with all the different purebred dogs 
in their classes, but you are be able to 
watch Obedience and Rally trained 
dogs at all levels from Novice to 
Utility.  Attending the shows gives 
you the ability to speak with local and 
nationally recognized purebred dog 
breeders. For the spectator the AKC 
offers a behind the scene seminar that 
takes a look at all the fundamentals 
of how a dog show works.  AKC has 
also recognized the mixed breed dog 
so that they are able to be exhibited in 
performance events sponsored by the 
AKC.          

For the last three years, WKC 
has co-sponsored the “Dog Days of 
September” First Friday event with The 
Partnership for Warrenton Foundation 
held on Warrenton’s Main Street, 
highlighting the “AKC Responsible 
Dog Ownership Day.”  This event is 
the host to many different vendors 
including dog trainers, veterinarians, 
groomers, pet boarding, pet sitting and  kennel club continued on page 26

The Warrenton Kennel 
Club can be found at 
various local events 
like  First Friday! This 
event is great for all 
members of the family.

A candid shot for the Warrenton Kennel Club at a September show.
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We’ve Made Your Target 
Market Easy to Reach Warre

nto
n

Getting in front of your potential clients can be challenging to most 
small businesses. Consider the publication that has a saturated 

mail distribution of over 10,000 magazines a month with a content 
directed at YOUR audience: Warrenton Lifestyle Magazine. Our 
publication is mailed to every home and business in Warrenton. 

Call Cindy McBride today at (540) 229-6038 and let us put together 
an ad campaign that works for you. Visit us on our website at 

www.warrentonlifestyle.com for information.

Katherine L. John is the President of the Warrenton Kennel Club and 
a dedicated responsible dog owner living in Fauquier County.   
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Puppy Kindergarten and Obediance classes are a 
great way to teach and bond with your dog. 

training as well as donated specialized 
and training equipment to the Unit. 

In 2014, the WKC is donating to 
all the Fauquier County Elementary 
Schools and the Fauquier Public 
Libraries the new Dr. Seuss book “If 
I Ran The Dog Show.”   In this latest 
installment of the Cat in the Hat’s 
Learning Library, the Cat and friends 
attend the Short-Shaggy-Tail-Waggy 
Dog Show, this book takes our young 
and old readers alike on an adventure 
at the dog show where the Cat and 

friends learn that dogs are mammals 
who vary in size and shape, they learn 
the difference between purebreds and 
mutts, how tails help dogs to balance, 
that dogs can see better in dim light 
than we can, and about the amazing 
things that dogs can be trained to 
do.  Please have your child look for 
this amazing new book at their school 
library or at your local Fauquier Public 
Library in the near future. 

Interested in joining the 
Warrenton Kennel Club, please visit 

one of our General Membership 
meetings held at the Harvey L. Pearson 
National Guard Armory in Warrenton 
the third Monday of each academic 
month at 7:30 pm. Visitors are always 
welcome and please be sure to check 
out our membership page on our 
website.  

For more information about the 
Warrenton Kennel Club, its classes or 
how to join, please visit the WKC at www.
warrentonkc.org.
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